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when he's lunched comfortably at
home."

"I'm quite in the dark," Hazel con
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fessed., "Bill seemed a trifle put out
ubout something. He didn't say what
it was about."

"Shall I explain?" Mr. Brooks sug-
gested. "You'd understand and you
might be able to help. I don't as a rule.
believe in bringing business into the
home, but this bpthers me. I hate to
see a good thing go wrong."

"Explain, by all means," Hazel
promptly replied. "If I can help, I'll
be glad to."

"Thank you." Mr. Brooks polished
his glasses Industriously for a second
and replaced them with painstaking
exactitude. "Now ah this Is the sit
uation: wnen the company was
formed, five of us, including your bus
band, took up enough stock to finance
the preliminary work of the undertak
Ing. The remaining stock, seventy-fiv- e

thousand dollars in amount, was left
in the treasury, to be held or put on
the market as the situation warranted.
With the first clean-up- . Bill forward-
ed facts and figures to show that we
had a property fur beyond our great-
est expectations. And, of course, we
saw at once that the thing was ridicu-
lously undercapitalized.

"So wp held a meeting and author-
ized the secretary to sell stock. Nat-

urally, your husband wasn't cognizant
of this move, for the simple reason
that there was no way of reaching
him and his Interests were thorough-
ly protected, anyway. The stock was

"Very Able Man, Your Husband, But
Headstrong as the Deuce."

listed on Change. A good bit was dis-
posed of privately. We now have a
large fund In the treasury. It's a
cinch. We've got the property, and
it's rich enough to pay dividends on
a million. The decision of the stock-
holders Is 'unanimously for enlarge-
ment of the capital stock. You under-
stand? You follow me?"

"Certainly," nazel answered. "But
what Is the difficulty. Bill?"

"Bill Is opposed to the whole plan,"
he said, pursing up his Hps with evi-

dent disapproval of Bill WTagstaff and
all his works. "He seems to feel that
we should not have taken this step,
ne declares that no more stock must
be sold ; that there must be no enlarge-
ment of capital. In fact, that we
must peg along In the little one-hors- e

way we started. And that would be
a shame. We could make the Free
Gold Mining company the biggest
thing on the map, end put ourselves
on Easy street"

ne spread his hands in a gesture of
real regret.

"Bill's a fine fellow," he said, "and
one of ray best friends. But he's a
hard man to do business with. He
takes a very peculiar view of the mat-
ter. I'm afraid he'll queer the com-

pany If he stirs up trouble over this.
That's why I hope you'll use whatever
Influence you have, to Induce him to
withdraw his f)PDOsltlon."

"But," Ilazel murmured. In some per-
plexity, "from what little I know of
corporations, I don't see how he can set
up any difficulty. How can he stop
you from taking any line of action
whatever?" .

"Oh, not that at all," Brooks hastily
assured. "Of course, we can outvote
him, and put it through. But we want
him with us, dont you see? We've a
high opinion of his ability. He's the
sort of man who gets results; prac-
tical, you know; knows mining to a T.
Only he shies" at our financial method.
And If he began any foolish litigation,
or silly rumors got storted about
trouble among the company officers, it's
bound to hurt the stock. It's all right,
I assure you. We're not foisting a
wildcat on the market. We've got the
goods. Bill admits that. It's the reg-
ular method, not only legitimate, but
good finance. Every dollar's worth of
stock sold has the value behind It.
Distributes the risk a little more, that's
all, and gives the company a fund to
operate successfully.

"If Bill mentions it, you' might sug-
gest that he look Into the matter a
little more fully before he takes any
definite action," Brooks concluded, ris-

ing. "I must get down to the office.
It's his own interests I'm thinking of,
as much as my own. Of course, he
couldn't block a reorganization but
we want to satisfy him in every par-
ticular, and, nt the same time, carry
out these plans. It's a big thing for all
of us. A big thing, I assure you."

(TO BE CONTINUED)

'. First Use of Oara.
The Idea of propelling ships Inde-

pendently of the wind first led to the
use of oars. The discovery of land ve-
hicles- and the means of propul-
sion of land vehicles soon led to at-

tempts to utilize It on behalf of ves-
sels. It is claimed that the first at-

tempt at this propulsion wail made
by Bin sco do Garay, at Barcelona, In
1580. v
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caved mt from an
operation, I cannot
tay enough in rraiie
of it. I suffered from
organic troublei and
my tide hurt me so
I could hardly be up
from my bed, and I
was unable to do my
housework. I had
the best doctora in
Eau Claire and they
wanted me to have
an operation, but
T.vdi V.. Pink hum'

Vfetabla Compound cured me to I did
notneed the operation, and I am telling
all my frienda about it" Mrs. A. YV.

BINZE2, Black River Fall. Wis.

It is just tuch experiences as that of
lira. Binxer that hat made this famous
root and herb remedy a household word
from ocean to ocean. Any woman who
suffers from inflammation, ulceration,
displacements, backache, nervousness,
irregularities or "the blues" should
cot rest until she has given it a trial,
end for special advice write Lydia E.
Pinkham Medicine Co., Lynn, Mass.
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WHEN YOU THINK FLAGS

Think of Factory PrlooRme price at before the war.
Tbo write tone for ratalorue.

AMERICAN FLAG MFO. CO., Km ton. Fa.

Boys and Girls
Clear Your Skin
With Cuticura

Soap 25c Ointment 25 and 50c

Jail or write. INSTITUTE
IS E. 49th St. mi Chicago. They
'onfldcntially Tell How Yoo
5a a EASILY BREAK allq nn n

"K .P." as a Military Term.
Sweeney was tt new recruit; he was

ilso a Knight of Columbus. His sec-
ond day at Fort Thomas was spent in
i ours of tiresome drill. Toward eve-

ning the top sergeant called out: "All
C. P.'s step forward." T'.velve men
dvanced and, when the others were
llsmlssed, followed the oClcer toward
he mess halls. Sweeney Was tired
nd. hungry and his blood boiled at
he thought of the favoritism about
o be shown to the 'dozen of Knights
f Pythias, He followed the men,
urslng under his breath, and on readi-
ng tlie hall was relieved to hear the
ruff "top" exclaim: "Now, you kltch-- n

police, get busy I" Argonaut.

Criticism.
"Father," said the small boy, "what

s constructive criticism?"
"Constructive criticism, my son. Is

our own line of talk which If offered
y nome one else would be called ordl-ar- y

fault-finding.- "

So to Speak.
"Lots of pretty girls visit the

"More than you can shake
swagger stick at."

In matrimony one and one makes
ne, hut In divorce one from one leaves
wo.

Kaln. falls alike upon the Just and
he unjust, but the latter use it as a
hnser.
i ........ .. - .. '..J
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The ymptomt of kidney and bladder
trouble are often very diatreieing and
laare the system in a run-dow- n condition.
The kidney eeem to suffer most, as al-

most every victim complains of lame back
and urinary troubles which should not be

neglected, as these danger signals often
lead to more dangerous kidney troubles.

Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Itoo- t which, so

many people say, soon bealu and strtngth-tn- s

the kidneys, is a splendid kidney,
liver and bladder medicine, and, being
an herbal compound, has a gentle heal-

ing effect on the kidneys, which is al-

most immediately noticed in most cases

by thone who ue it.
A trial will convince anyone who may

b in need of it. Better get a bottle from
your nearest drug store, and start treat-
ment at once.

However, if you wish first to test thla
treat preparation send ten cents to Dr.
Kilmer & Co., IJinghamton, N. Y., for a
ample bottle. When writing be sure acd

mention this paper. Adv.

His Home.
Friend Why do you put the service

flag on the car Instead of your home?
Wife of Soldier Because, you know,

Jim lived in his car before he went
Life.

OUR BOYS -- OVER THERE-- EN-

JOY TOASTED CIGARETTES.

Through the patriotism of the dtl-le- ns

of th'" country thousands of
smoke kits ar being distributed to
American soldiers in France. Author-
ities agree that men in the trenches
need cigarettes Jmost as much as
food and munitions.

Doctors, nurses, and commanding
officers all 'oin in the demand which
has avakened in this country a great
movement to keep our boys supplied
with smokes.

Millions of the famous LUCKY
STRIKE Cigarettes are "going over"
all the time. There's something
about the idea of the toasted ciga-
rette that appeals to the men who
spend their time in cold, wet trenches
and b.llets.

Then, too, the real Kentucky Burley
tobacco of the L CKY STRIKE ciga-ret- te

ves them the solid satisfaction
of a pipe, ith a lot less trouble. Adv.

Appropriate View.
"What do you think of hanging as

capital punishment?"
"I think It is better to let the sub-

ject drop."

Soothe Baby Rashes
That itch and burn with hot baths of
Cuticura Soap followed by gentle
anointings of Cuticura Ointment.
Nothing better. For free samples ad-

dress, "Cuticura, Dept. X, Boston."
Fold by druggists and by mall. Soap
23, Ointment 25 and 50. Adv.

Welcome Word.
Heck "I suppose you always let

your wife have the last word?" Peck
"Yes, and I'm tickled to deuth when

she gets to It."

$100 Reward, $100
Catarrh is a local disease erreatly Influ-

enced by constitutional conditions. It
therefore requires constitutional treat-
ment. HALL'S CATARRH MEDICINE
Is taken Internally and acta through the
Blood on the Mucous Surfaces of the Sys-
tem. HALL'S CATAIUUI MEDICINE
destroys the foundation of the disease,
rives the patient strength by Improving-th-

reneral health and assists nature In
doing- - Its work. flOO.OO tor any case of
Catarrh that HAUL'S CATARRH
MEDICINE fatla to cure.

PruRglnts 75c. Teatlmonlals free.
F. J. Cheney A Co.. Toledo, Ohio.

Descriptive.
"So Jenkins hns got a new wife, has

he?" "Good gracious, nol She's as
old as the hills."

Important to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of

CASTORIA, that famous old remedy
for infants and children, and see that It

Bears the 7?
Signature of(
Jn use ror over au Years.
Children Cry for Fletcher's Castoria.

Held Back.
"How old are you, little man?"
"I'm eleven. I would have .beeo

twelve only I was sick for a year."

FRECKLES
I,Vw la C Test te Ct Hi ef Tkese U;' S?ets

There's no lonrer the ilifhtett need fi.trlngShiuM of your frrrktea, as Otbln-doub- l

strength 1 futranteed to ranoT tiiea homely
spot.

Simply get aa ounce ef Otbine donbl
strncth from your druifirtxt, and aprtly a llttl
of It night and morning and you abuuld soon
that Ten the worat fra-klr- have begun to dis-

appear, while the lighter one bare vanished en-

tirely. It la aeldom that more than one onnr
U needed to completely clear tha akin and galaa beanttfnl clear completion.

He anre to ak for the double strength OtMne.
aa tbla I sold tinder guarantee of money back
If It falla to remoT freckle. A dr.

Scenting .Something.
"Ever rend the 'ltellectlons of an

Old Bachelor?' "
"Iteflectlons on who?"

Specialized In Athletics.
"Jones was educated at Harvard,

wasn't he?"
"No; merely went there .

Che Did.
"When I met Miss Oldglrl she wa

looking for a fat. Did get one?"
"Oh, yes. She. married it."

IVfccn Vcjr Eyes fIzzl Cera
Try C:urin3 Eve CIz"Zj

ro Smarting jnt ryo Comfort. H eenta
ttta or mall. Write-- for free le-- Uook.

ULa.124S CYXS CTIUIDY CO., CU1CAUO
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feelings. But Bill was blandly undis-
turbed.

"You don't need to look so horri-

fied," he drawled. "I'm going straight
to bed, little person. Scold not, nor
fret. William will be himself again
ere yet the morrow's sun shall clear
the horizon. Let us avoid recrimina-
tion. Good night."

A week or so later he became sud-

denly and unexpectedly active. He
left the house as soon as his break-
fast was eaten, and he did cot come
home to luncheon a circumstance
which Irritated Hazel, since it was one
of those rare days when she herself
lunched at home. Late in the after-
noon he telephoned briefly that he
would dine downtown. And when he
did return, nt nine or thereabouts In
the evening, he clamped a cigar be-

tween his teeth, and fell to work cov-

ering a sheet of paper with Intermin-
able rows of figures.

"What Is all the clerical work
about?" she Inquired. "Reckoning
your assets and liabilities?" ,

Bill smiled and pushed aside the
paper.

"I'm going to promote a mining com-

pany," he told her, quite casually. "It
has been put up to roe as a business
proposition and I've got to the stage
where I have to do something, or I'll
sure have the Willies."

She overlooked the latter statement;
It conveyed no special significance nt
the time. But his first statement
opened up possibilities such as of late
she had sincerely hoped would come
to pass, and she was all Interest.

"Promote n mining company?" she
repeated. 'That sounds extremely
businesslike. How when where?"

Now here In Granville," he re-

plied. "You see," he continued, warm-

ing up a bit to the subject, "when I
was prospecting that creek where we
made the clean-u- p last summer, I
ran across a well-define- d quartz lead.
I packed out a few samples in my
pockets, and I happened to show them
as well as one or two of the nug-
gets to some of these fellows at the
club a while back. Lorlmer took a
piece of the quartz and had It assayed.
It looms up as something pretty big. P.
So he and Brooks and a couple of
other fellows want me to go ahead
and organize and locate a group of
claims In there. Twenty or thirty
thousand dollars capital might make
'em all rich. Of course, the placer
end of it will be the big thing while
the lode Is being developed. Getting
the start Is easy. These fellows I've
talked to are dead anxious to get In."

"But" her knowledge of business
'methods suggested a difficulty "you

can't sell stock In a business that has
no real foundation yet. Don't you
have to locate those claims first?"

"Wise old head; you have the Idea,
all right." He smiled. "But this is
not n stock-jobbin- g proposition. I
wouldn't be in on It if it were, believe
me. It's to be a corporation, where
not to exceed six men will own all the
stock that's Issued. And so far as
the claims are concerned, I've got
Whltey Lewis located in Fort George,
and I've been burning the wires and
spending a bundle of real money get-

ting him grub-stake- d. He has got four
men besides himself all ready to hit
the, trail as soon as I give the word."

"You won't have to go?" she put In
quickly.

"No," he murmured. "It Isn't neces-

sary, at this particular stage of the
game. But I wouldn't mind popping
a whip over a good string of dogs,
Jut the same."

"B-r-r-r- l" she shivered involuntar-
ily. "Four hundred miles across that
deep snow, through that steady, flesh-seurln- g

cold. I don't envy them the
Journey."

She came over and stood by him,
playfully rumpling his brown hair with
her fingers.

"I'm glad you've found something
to loose that pent-u- p energy of yours
on, Billy-boy,- " she said. "You'll make
a success of it, I know. I don't see
why you shouldn't make a success of
any kind of business. But I didn't
think you'd ever tackle business. You
have such peculiar views about busi-
ness and business practice."

"I despise the ordinary business
ethic," he returned sharply. "But I
can exploit the-- resources of nature.
And that is my plan. If we make
money it won't be filched by a com-

plex process from the other fellow's
pockets ; It won't be wealth created by
shearing lambs In the market, by
sweatshop labor, or adulterated food,
or exorbitant rental of filthy dealing
with. I'm not overly anxious to get
into It with them. But it promises
action of some sort and I have to
do something till spring."

In the spring I That brief phrase
set Hazel to sober thinking. With
April or May Bill would spread his
wings for the North. There would be
no more staying him than the flight
of the wild goose to the reedy nesting
grounds could be stayed. Well, a sum-
mer In the North would not be so bad,
she reflected. But she hated to think
of the isolation. It grieved her to
contemplate exchanging her beautiful-
ly furnished apartment for a log cabin
In the woods.

Still she had hopes. If he plunged
into business associations with Jim- -
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Tf money meant that we would be
compelled to lead the sort of exist-
ence most of these people do," he re-

torted, "I'd take measures to be broke
as soon as possible."

"You're awful !" Hazel commented.
Bill snorted again.
"Tomorrow, you advise our hostess

that we're traveling," he Instructed.
"When we come back we'll make head-

quarters at a hotel until we locate, a
place of our own If you are eure you
want to winter here."

Her mind was quite made up to
spend the winter there, and she frank-
ly said so provided he had no other
choice. They had to winter some-

where.
"Oh, yes, I suppose so. All right;

we'll winter here," Bill acquiesced.
"That's settled."

And. as was his habit when he had
come to a similar conclusion, he re
fused to talk further on that suDjeci,
but fell to speculating Idly on New

York. In which he was presently
aided and abetted by Ilazel, who had
never Invaded Manhattan, nor, for that
matter, any of the big Atlantic cities.

Vpw Ynrk. she was constrained to

admit, rather overwhelmed her. She
mvprspd TtrnndwBv and otner wonu--

known arteries, and felt a trifle dubi
ous amid the unceasing crusn. ism

piloted her to famous cafes, and to

equally famous theaters. She made
sundry purchases In magnificent snops.
ThP hi!?p conelomeratlon of sights
and sounds made an unforgettable Im

pression upon her. She sensed keenly
the colossal macnltude of It all. But
she felt a distinct wnve of relief when

they were Granville bound once more.

In a week they were settled com

fortably In a domicile of their ow-n-
five rooms In an te apartment
house. And since the social demands
on Mrs, William WagstafTs time grew
apace, a capable maid and a cook were
added to the Wagstaff establishment.
Thus she was relieved of the onus of
housework. Her time was wholly her
own, at her own disposal or Bill's, as
she elected.

But by Imperceptible degrees they
came to take diverse roads In the swirl
of life which had caught them up.
There were so many little woman af
fairs where a man was superfluous.
There were others which Bill flatly re
fused to attend. "Hen parties," he
dubbed them. More and more he re-

mained at home with his books.
Sometimes Ilazel caught herself

wondering If they were getting as
much out of the holiday as they should
have gotten, as they had planned to
get kwh'en they were struggling through
that interminable winter. She was.
But not Bill. If she ventured to give
a tea, he fled the house as if from the
plague, ne made acquaintances of his
own, men from Cod only knew where.
Individuals who occasionally filled the
dainty apartment with malodorous to-

bacco fumes, and Who would cheer-

fully sit up all night discoursing ear
nestly on any subject under the sun.
But so long as Bill found Granville
habitable she did not mind.

She wished fervently that Bill would
take up some business that would keep

xt

MWhat' All the Clerical Work About?"
She Inquired.

him In touch with civilization. He had
the capital, she considered, and there
was no question of his ability. Her
faith In his power to encompass what-
ever he set about was strong. Other
men, less gifted, had acquired wealth,
power, even a measure of fame, from
a less auspicious beginning. Why not
he? .

But she could never quite bring her-
self to put It In so many words to Bill.

e
The cycle of weeks brought them to

January. They had dropped Into some-

thing of a routine In their dally lives.
Bill's interest and participation In so-

cial affairs became negligible. When
he was not absorbed in a book or
magazine, he spent his time In some
downtown haunt, having acquired
membership in a club as n concession
to their manner of life. Once he came
home with flushed face and overbright
eyes, radiating an odor of whisky.
Ilazel had never seen him drink to ex-

cess. She was correspondingly
shocked, and took no pains to hide her

mi e Brooks and Paul Lorlmer and oth
ers of that group, there was no telling
what might happen. His Interests
might become permanently identified
with Granville.

Bill Informed her from time to time
as to the progress of his venture. The
company was duly Incorporated, with
an authorized capital of one hundred
thousand dollars, five thousand dollars'
worth of stock being taken out by each
on a cash basis the remaining seven-

ty-five thousand lying in the com-

pany treasury, to be held or sold for
development purposes as the five saw
fit when work began to show what
the claims were capable of producing.

In early March came a telegram
from Whltey Lewis saying that he
had staked the claims, both placer and
lode; that he was bound out by the
Telegraph Trail to file at nazelton.
Bill showed her the message wired
from Station Six.

"I wish I could have been In on It
that was some trip," he said and
there was a trace of discontent in his
tone. "I don't fancy somebody else
pawing my chestnuts out of the coals
for me. It was sure a man's Job to
cross the Klappan In the dead of win-

ter."
The filing completed, there was am-

ple work In the way of getting out
and whlpsawing timber to keep the
five men busy till spring the five who
were on the ground. Lewis sent word
that thirty feet of snow lay in the
gold-bearin- g branch. And that was
the last they heard from him. ne
was a performer, Bill said, not a cor-

respondent.-
So In Granville the affairs of the

Free Gold Mining company remained
at a standstill until the spring floods
should peel off the winter blanket of
the North.

Ultimately, spring overspread the
eastern provinces. And when the
snows of winter successively gave way
to muddy streets and then to clean
pavements In the city of Granville, a
new gilt sign was lettered across the
windows" of the brokerage office In
which Paul Lorlmer was housed.

FREE GOLD MININO COMPANY
H. Lorlmer, P. J. L. Rrooks. Sc.-Tr- a.

William WagatanY Manager.

So it ran. Bill was commissioned
la the army of business at last. ,

CHAPTER XV.

A Business Journey.
"I have to go to the Klappan," Bill

apprised his wife one evening. "Want
to come along?"

Ilazel hesitated. Her first instinc-
tive feeling wus one of reluctance to
retrace the nerve-tryin- g trail. But
neither did she wish to be separated
from him.

"I see you don't," he observed dry-
ly. "Well, I can't say that I blame
you. "It's a stiff trip."

"I'm sorry I can't feel any enthusi-
asm for such a Journey," she remarked
candidly. "I could go as far as the
coast with you, and meet you there
when you come out. How long do you
expect to be in there?".

"I don't know exactly," he replied.
"I'm not going in from the coast,
though. I'm taking the Ashcroft-For- t

George Trail. I have to take In a pack
train and more men and get work
started on a decent scale,"

"But you won't have to stay there
all summer and oversee the work, will
you?" she inquired anxiously.

"I should," he said.
For a second or two he drummed

on the table top.
"""But Is there any real necessity for
you to stay on the ground?" She pur-
sued her own line of thought. "I
should think an undertaking of this
size would Justify hiring an expert to
tuke charge of the actual mining oper-
ations. Won't you have this end of It
to look after?"

"Lorlmer and Brooks are eminently
capable of upholding the dignity and
importance of .that sign they've got
smeared across the windows down-
town," he observed curtly. '.The chief
labor of the office they've set up will
be to divide the proceeds. The work
will be done and the money made In
the Klappan Kange. You sabe that,
dont you?"

"I'm not stupid," she pouted.
"I'm going tomorrow," he said. "I

think, on the whole, it'll be Just as
well if you don't go.v Stuy here and
enjoy yourself. I'll transfer some
more money to your account. I think
I'll drop down to the club."

She followed him out Into the hall,
and, us he wriggled Into his coat, she
had an Impulse to throw her arms
around his neck and declare. In all
sincerity, that she would go to the
Klappan or to the north pole or any
place on earth with him, if he wanted
her. But by some peculiar feminine
reasoning she reflected in the same In-

stant that if Bill were away from her
In a few weeks he would be all the
more glad to get back. That closed
her mouth. It wus not wise to be too
meek or obedient where a husband
was concerned. That was another mite
of wisdom she had garnered from the
wives of her circle.

So she kissed Bill good-b- at the
station next day with perfect good hu-

mor and no partlug emotion of auy

particular keeuness. And If he were
a trifle sober he showed no sign of
resentment, nor uttered any futile
wishes that she could accompany him.

"So long," he said from the cur
steps. "I'll keep in touch all I can."

Then he was gone.
Somehow,' his absence made less dif-

ference thun Hazel had anticipated.
She had secretly expected to be very
lonely at first. And she was not. Even
when in her hand she held a telegram
dated at a point five hundred or a
thousand miles or double that distance
away she did not experience the feel-

ing of complete bodily absence. She
always felt as If he were near. Only
at night, when there was no long arm
to pillow her bead, no good-nig- kiss
as she dozed Into slumber, she missed
him, realized that he was far away.

Early in June came a brief wire
from Station Six. Three weeks later
the Free Gold Mining company "set
up a mild ripple of excitement along
Broad street by exhibiting in their
office window a forty-poun- d heap of
coarse gold; raw, yellow gold. Just as
it had come from the sluice. Every
day knots of men stood gazing at the
treasure. - Bill had forwarded the first
clean-up- .

And close on the heels of this ten
days later, to be exact he came home.

"You great bear," Hazel laughed, in
the shelter of his encircling arms.
"My, It's good to see you again."

She pushed herself back a little and
surveyed him admiringly, with a grati-
fied sense of proprietorship. The
cheeks of him were tanned to a healthy
brown, his eyes clear and shining. The
offending flesh had fallen away on the
strenuous paths of the Klappan. He
radiated boundless vitality, strength,
alertness, that perfect of
mind and body that is bred of faring
resourcefully along rude ways. She
thrilled at the touch of his hand, was
content to lay her bead on his shoul-
der and forget everything In the Joy
of his physical nearness.

They elected to spend the evening
quietly at home, as they used to do.
To Hazel it seemed quite like old
times. Bill told her of the Klappan
country, and their prospects at the
mine.

"It's going to be a mighty big thing,"
he declared.

"I'm so glad," said Hazel.
"We've got a group of ten claims.

Whltey Lewis and the original stokers
hold an Interest in their claims. I,
acting as agent for these other fel-
lows in the company, staked five more.
I took in eight more men and, be-
lieve me, things were humming when
I left. And, say, I went in by the
ranch. Old Jake has a fine garden.
He's still pegging away with the mule
'und Gretchen, der cow. I offered him
a chance to make a Tat little stake at
the mine, but he didn't want to leave
the ranch. Great old feller, Jake.
Something of a philosopher in his way.
Pretty wise old head. He'll make
good, all right."

In the morning. Bill ate his break-
fast and started downtown. ,

That's the dickens of being a busi-
ness man," he complained to Hazel,
In the hallway. "It rides a man, once
it gets hold of him. Adios, little per-
son. I'll get out for lunch, business
or no business."

Eleven-thirt- y brought him home,
preoccupied and frowning. And he
carried his frown and his preoccupa-
tion to the table.

"Whatever Is the matter, Bill?" Ha-
zel anxiously inquired.

"Oh, I've got a nasty hunch that
there's a nigger In the woodpile," he
replied.

And that was all he vouchsafed.
He finished his luncheon and left the
house. He was scarcely out of sight
when Jlmmle Brooks runabout drew
up at the curb. A half minute later
he was ushered into the living room.

"Bill In?" was his first query.
. "No, he left Just a few minutes
ago" Huzel told him.

Mr. Brooks, a short, heavy-se- t, neat-

ly dressed gentleman, whose rather
weak blue eyes loomed preternaturally
large and protuberant behind pince-ne- z

that straddled an Insignificant snub
nose, took off his glasses and twiddled
them In his white, well-ke- fingers.

"Ah, too bad 1" he murmured.
"Thought I'd catch him.

"By the way," he continued, after
a pause, "you ah well, frankly, I
have reason to believe that you have
a good deal of Influence with your hus-
band In business matters, Mrs. Wag-staff- ."

"Well, I don't know; perhaps I
have. Why?"

"Well ah you see," he began rath-
er lamely. "The fact Is I hope you'll
regard this as strictly confidential, Mrs.
WagstalT. I wouldn't want' Bill to
think I, or any of us, was trying to
bring pressure on him. But the fact
is, Bill's got a mistaken Impression
about the way we're conducting the
financial end of this mining proposi-
tion. You understand? Very able
man, your husband, but headstrong as
the deuce. I'm afraid to speak frank-
ly he'll create a lot of unpleasant-
ness. Might disrupt the company, In
fact. If he sticks to the position he
took this morning. Thought I'd run In
and talk It over with him. Fellow's
generully in a good humor, you know,


